
“I will improve my skill and be a better 
musician. And thank you to my teacher for 

teaching us in such an awesome way.” 
 

- Anu, Age 17, Kathmandu, Nepal
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Since 2007, 12 music schools and programs have been created in Bangladesh, 
Brazil, Ghana, Mali, Nepal, Rwanda, South Africa, and Thailand. More than 
1,000 young people attend free classes in dance, instruments, languages and 
musical theory, all taught by qualified local teachers. 

Projects also help meet essential needs of the larger community, including the 
provision of aid such as food, clean water, medicine, clothes, books, school 
supplies, solar energy, computers, and other modern technology. Over 15,000 
people have been impacted by the Foundation’s community development 
and empowerment efforts throughout our program regions and beyond.

OUR MISSION is to create positive change through music education. 



We are pleased to share the accomplishments and inspiration your support of music education made 
possible in 2015.  The year was marked by increased connections between and among our students, 
their service and love to others as a result of those connections, and more students in our programs 
than ever before.  

Students in our Khlong Toey program outside of Bangkok hosted an event which raised funds to 
provide shelter to three families in Nepal, and PFC Band member Clarence Bekker followed his One 
Love Nepal Earthquake relief event in Barcelona, Spain,  by participating in the event in Thailand and 
teaching workshops.  Students from our Nepali programs also participated, forging stronger 
relationships and helping bring resources back to their own communities. 

In Mali, the Kirina team sent videos of encouragement to fellow students in Nepal after the earthquake 
and recorded a drum ensemble performance to welcome new students in Brazil, using technology to 
share their own culture and inspire students and communities around the world.  These 
accomplishments are even more powerful given that Kirina does not have electricity and yet, through 
the use of technology, they are sharing their beautiful music and spirits with all of us.  

As a result of great local leadership, we expanded many of our programs and welcomed 650 new 
students, including in Bangladesh and Brazil.  Through Playing For Change Day, volunteers and 
students from 62 countries around the world hosted more than 300 events!  We are awed by the spirit 
and creativity of the amazing PFCF family! 

Now that many of our programs have been in operation for five or more years, we are beginning to 
understand more fully the lasting impact of music education on the students and their communities.  
Your support has empowered students to take the music and use it in service to others.  Because you 
made a difference through giving, they know they can, too.  

Your support has made these dreams possible—for our students and families, the communities where 
we work, and the vision we are creating together of fostering peace and positive change around the 
world through music and arts education. 
 
As I transitioned from PFCF in early 2016, I couldn’t be more proud of our position, momentum, and the 
strength of our global community. Please welcome my successor, John McKenna, as we advance the 
movement in 2016 and beyond! We are so grateful. 

One Love from all of us, 

Elizabeth Hunter 
Former Executive Director

DEAR PFCF FAMILY AND FRIENDS, 



As part of a cross cultural learning project, students in West Africa and the 
Northeast United States have been recording videos of their classes 
performing some of their favorite dance moves and sharing them with each 
other. The PFCF Bizung School of Music and Dance in Tamale, Ghana, 
performed the “Pacha”, a traditional Ghanaian dance they’ve been learning, 
and sent it to their new friends in Philadelphia, PA. 

The 6th grade class at The Philadelphia School responded with the popular 
hip hop dance, the “Nae Nae” to the song “Watch Me (Whip/Nae Nae)” by 
Silentó. It’s the Bizung School’s turn to respond to the Nae Nae—we can’t 
wait to see what they come up with next!

A CULTURAL  
EXCHANGE

[CLICK TO WATCH VIDEOS]

https://
vimeo.com/
144396659

https://
vimeo.com/
144394573

https://vimeo.com/144396659
https://vimeo.com/144394573
https://vimeo.com/144396659
https://vimeo.com/144394573


The Cajuru Music Program launched in February 2016 in 
the city of Curitiba, Brazil—our first official program in 
Latin America. It was established after an outstanding 
benefit concert that the Playing For Change Band hosted 
at Curitiba’s Opera de Arame in October 2014. 

The program is being hosted at a facility owned by local 
community members from Cajuru, who are helping to 
perform structural and sound-proofing work to 

accommodate our students in the best possible 
conditions. 

Youth in the area take free music and English lessons 3 
times a week, with plenty of time for recreation. Our 
program administrators are placing a heavy emphasis on 
“musicalization”— a general introduction to musical 
principles that’s adapted for younger audiences. 

CAJURU, 
BRAZIL



The first Playing For Change Foundation 
music school, located in the South African 
township of Gugulethu, is taking on new 
life. We are proud of the legacy of the 
Ntonga Music School and excited for its 
evolution to serve even more students. 
Thanks to the support of long-time Playing 
For Change Band members, Titi Tsira, 
Mermans Mosengo and Jason Tamba, who 
are based in South Africa, we are 
expanding our programmatic efforts in the 
community of Gugulethu and transitioning 
the music program to a new location.  

The newly founded Imvula Music Program 
has been established by Titi and her 
mother, Poppy Tsira, both long-time 
residents and community leaders in 
Gugulethu. The program brings music 
education into the lives of a greater, more 
diverse group of children and provides a 
larger, efficient space for classes. 
The program is being led by five talented 
teachers, including former Ntonga 
teacher, John Ntshibilikwana. Students are 
learning saxophone, music theory, dance, 
marimbas and vocals.  

Along with after school music and dance 
instruction, the program is open to the 
community on the weekend offering 
workshops and performances to young 
and old alike.  
The community of Gugulethu is still 
rebuilding after the devastating impact of 
Apartheid. With drugs, crime, poverty, and 
disease prevalent in the township, the 
Imvula Music Program will offer even 
greater hope and possibility for the 
community and its youth.

SOUTH   AFRICA

A special thanks to Judi Hunt (center) and her 
daughter Brie (right) for their generous support 

of the Imvula program, the construction of 2 
new marimbas, and their ongoing support of 

PFCF programs worldwide. 



HEALING 

NEPAL

In partnership with the Aura Imports Sponsorship project, our 
team went to Nepal last summer and we brought urgently 
needed resources that were given by the generous PFC 
global community. Your support of our music education 
programs over the years has created the deep relationships 
that made it possible for us to make a vital difference. 

We were able to build transitional shelters for the families of 
three students and one teacher who lost their homes in the 
earthquake. We held relief events for the kids that included 
both art and music, and are now providing much-needed 
stipends to Musica Music Institute program teachers.         

New sewing machines and a workspace are providing 
members of our Mother’s Society the opportunity to earn 
vital income.  In November, we went back and helped 
families rebuild their lives in a new community of 20 
transitional shelters, four toilets and a playground for 
children.  Click here to learn more about the next phase of 
hope we are building together with the Nepali people. 

Thank you to everyone who invested in the music and the 
relief efforts which are bringing healing and hope.



The real time connection between the PFCF students 
from Thailand and Nepal last year became a lifelong 
connection that resulted in an outpouring of love and 
support after the earthquake in Nepal. The Khlong Toey 
Music Program team in Bangkok organized three benefit 
concerts that featured performances by both Thai and 
Nepali artists. There was also a surprise appearance 
from the PFC singer Clarence Bekker. In addition to 
performing at the event, Clarence also graciously led a 
vocal workshop for both the Thai and Nepali students.  

Nearly $3,000 was donated for earthquake victims in 
Nepal. The funds were utilized to purchase and install 25 
transitional shelters for desperate families in need 
outside of Bhaktapur, Nepal. This is PFCF in action my 
friends. Thank you for believing in us. 

Onward and upward, 

William Aura

#ONELOVE 

NEPAL



OUR FIFTH YEAR. 311 EVENTS. 52 COUNTRIES. 



CELEBRATING  

PFC DAY 
PFC Day has been a valuable and effective way for 
Playing For Change Foundation programs to gather as a 
community around music while also providing an 
opportunity for the children to perform in front of an 
audience. As a result of the public performances, the 
music students have increased their confidence, skills, 
and ability to work as a team—on stage and off. 
A generous, in-kind gift of audio and video equipment 
donated to the Playing For Change Foundation music 
program in Mali has given them the opportunity to use 
technology to share their own stories, music and culture 
with the world. Their first self-produced video (below) 
was released on PFC Day. This is an exciting new 
development for PFCF programs!

Nina is playing for change in 
Sarajevo to bring joy to children 
at a local orphanage and raise 
awareness of the benefits of 
music education everywhere. 

Her wonderful Sarajevo PFC Day 
event featured many bands 
(including her own band Sunday 
Stories), people dancing in the 
streets, and proceeds to support 
both PFCF programs and the 
orphanage. 

Playing for Change Saskatchewan is a Local Program Partnership project between the PFC Foundation and 
Blue Sky Cultural Connections, raising funds for the Foundation's music schools as well as for arts and music 
education projects throughout Saskatchewan. 

https://
www.y

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNr0IdP5rNk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNr0IdP5rNk


CALIFORNIA 

LOVE
The Playing For Change Foundation, in partnership with 
Mochilla, presented CALIFORNIA LOVE, a live orchestral tribute 
to legendary producer, MC and hip-hop mogul,   Dr Dre. This 
one-night-only musical event at the Wilshire Ebell Theatre in Los 
Angeles raised support and awareness for music education and 
Playing For Change Foundation’s music schools and programs 
around the world. This special evening featured a 30-piece 
orchestra with music arranged and composed by Sly5thAve, 
with additional arrangements by Tarek Kandil.



FINANCIALS

$138,732 
Net Assets at the 
end of the year 

65% 
Program Services 

($499,184)

13% 
Fundraising and 

Marketing 
($99,166)

22% 
Administrative 

($169,994)

55% 
Individuals 
($396,574) 

25% 
Special Events 

($181,025) 

7% 
Corporations 

($51,763)

4% 
Foundations 

($26,798) 

9% 
Other Revenue  

($66,754) 

$768,294
TOTAL EXPENSES

$722,914
TOTAL INCOME

18% 
Increase in Program 
Spending 2014-2015

15¢ 
Cost to Raise  
$1 in 2015 

¢

¢



OUR GLOBAL REACH



PARTNERS AND 
COLLABORATORS 

Slightly Stoopid John Densmore Keb' Mo’Dr. DreBernie Worrell 

ARTISTS WHO SUPPORTED PFCF IN 2015 



President 
Brian Applestein 

Secretary 
LisaBeth Weber 
 
Treasurer 
Andrew Luce 

Founder, Ex-Officio 
Mark Johnson 

Founder, Ex-Officio 
Whitney Kroenke 

Alan Eccel 
Jeremy Goulder 
Joel Goulder 
Thomas Grimm 
Greg Johnson 
Mark Kennedy 

Gail Leibowitz 
Laura McGuigan 
Melissa Torre 
Seema Tikare 
Raan Williams 
Ella Windsor 

Advisory Board 
members 
Stacie Freasier 
Becky Jungman 
Margie Balter 

OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



THANK 
YOU.

1221 Electric Ave. 
Venice, CA 90291  

info@ playingforchange. org

GIVE 
MUSIC: 

playingforchange.org

http://playingforchange.org
mailto:info@playingforchange.org
http://playingforchange.org
mailto:info@playingforchange.org

